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We would like to extend a warm welcome to you all to Dunmore Community School. We are 

delighted that we are able to hold our open night in person, after two years of virtual enrolments. 

We are looking forward to meeting you all on our open night and having the opportunity to show 

you and your child around our school. 

We very much understand that the choice of school for second level education is a very important 

one for parents and students alike. We have worked extremely hard over the last few years on a 

tailored programme to make the transition from primary to our secondary school as seamless as 

possible. The feedback received from our students/parents has been very positive thus far. 

We offer a broad academic curriculum which is complemented by comprehensive extracurricular 

and co-curricular programmes. We believe each student has a unique and valuable contribution to 

make to our school. We pride ourselves not only on the excellent academic results of our school but 

also the achievements and successes of our pupils outside of the classroom. 

The care and contentment of each student is paramount. We strive to create an atmosphere of 

respect for all people at all times, thereby ensuring that each student achieves the very best of 

which they are capable. 

At our open night, you will have the opportunity to meet and converse with many of our staff and 

students as they proudly show you the facilities that we have on offer here in DCS. You will have 

the opportunity to visit the classrooms, get a taste of the subjects we offer and get to see a sample 

of work completed by our students as part of their classwork. We have also provided  information 

on the choice subjects on our website to give you further information to make informed choices. We 

are also available to discuss and advise you if extra guidance is required. Please feel free to contact 

the office with any queries and we will return your call. 

We look forward to working in partnership with you and your child 

in Dunmore Community School into the future. 

Céad Míle Fáilte 



This consists of a six stage programme beginning on our open night: 

Stage 1:- Student Passport: The aim of this is to provide our school with as much information as possible on the incoming student 

   The lessons I enjoy most… 

   The lessons I find hard…. 

   These are some of the things I have done in Primary…  

   If I get upset at school it helps me if I can….. 

   I am good at…. 

   Things that concern me about secondary school…. 

 
      

Stage 2:- Parent Passport for School Transfer 

    Giving any relevant information that you feel as parents we should know. 

 

Stage 3:-  “Feel Confident Moving on up to …. Dunmore Community School”  workbook familiarises a new student with DCS. 

     Uniform/PE Requirements. 

   Equipment you will need: Specifies what is required for each subject each first year will be studying. 

   Travelling to school: Working out how much time travelling to school will take in the morning. 

    Important times: School daily routine explained. 

   School timetable: Introduced and explained. 

   Finding your way around: School map and room numbers. 

   Lunch time: School canteen menu and canteen rules. 

   Making Friends: Some helpful tips 

   True or False: Rumours Sixth class pupils may hear about secondary. 

   Helping Hands: Our Pastoral Care system explained. 

   School Rules: Explained and discussed. 

   Managing Myself:  Managing your feelings. 

      Helping yourself. 

      Setting Targets. 
 

Stage 4:  Induction in late August: First three half-days of term with the help of senior student mentors 

• Behaviour skills. 

• Organisational skills. 

• Organising timetables: A copy for home, school journal and locker door. 

• Organising books: Colour coding subjects on timetable books and copies. 

• Organising lockers: Copy of school timetable on locker door. 

 

Stage 5:-  Half-Day Induction in Late September 

Reinforcement of what has been covered in late August based on students’ first three weeks experience.  

Meeting with parents accompanied by student in last week of September regarding how well the student has settled in. 

An information booklet will be provided at this meeting which will cover how to establish routines etc. 

 

Stage 6:-  Study Skills Programme in 1st Year 

In conjunction with the above stages, we have introduced a Tutor system. Each 1st year base 

class is assigned a tutor. Their role is to build a relationship with the class and help with 

issues that might be affecting our 1st years. This system is based on the research from 

Jigsaw, that one good adult, be it a parent/teacher, in a young person’s life has a positive 

influence on their mental health. 

We also intend to reintroduced a BBBS (Big Brother/Big Sister) Programme. Our 1st year 

students will be matched with a senior cycle student, and they meet on a regular basis to 

chat, play games and this helps in their transition from Primary to Secondary.  

Topics  

Covered: 

Transition from Primary to Dunmore CS 



Core Subjects 

English Irish 

Mathematics History 

Geography Science 

Wellbeing Subjects  

Civic Social & Political Education (C.S.P.E) Physical Education 

Social Personal & Health Education (S.P.H.E) Religion 

Information Technology (ICT) Wellbeing 

Optional Subjects (Any 3) 

Business Engineering  

French Graphics  

Home Economics Music 

Visual Art Wood Technology  

The Junior Certificate programme has been replaced by the Junior Cycle. It now features 

newly developed subjects and short courses that have a focus on literacy, numeracy, ICT 

skills and key skills in conjunction with new approaches to assessment and reporting. 

Student achievement in these new courses is no longer solely based on a final exam, but will 

also take into account the learning and knowledge students have attained over the full 

three years of the Junior Cycle.  

Our school offers a comprehensive range of subjects to our students as outlined below:  

 Junior Cycle Options - Years 1, 2 and 3 



Senior Cycle Options - Years 4, 5 and 6 

Transition Year Programme 

Transition Year is an optional year bridging Junior and Senior Cycle.  The objective of Transition Year 

is to promote the personal, social, educational and vocational development of the students.  Transition 

Year does not have a fixed curriculum; each school designs its own programme in conjunction with 

Department of Education guidelines, to meet the particular needs of its students. One of the main 

benefits of Transition Year is that by sampling a wide range of subject areas, students can make more 

informed choices about the Leaving Certificate Programme they may wish to follow.  Employers are 

very supportive of the benefits of  Transition Year for students.  It actively forges links with employers 

in the local community through work experience which is assessed by the employer. 

Although there is no formal examination at the end of Transition Year, school-based forms of 

assessment are recommended. In the past few years, we have introduced an E-portfolio and interview 

method to monitor and assess students engagement and learning in TY.  

Established Leaving Certificate 

Most Senior Cycle students will continue to choose the traditional 

Leaving Certificate. Irish and Mathematics are available at 

Higher, Ordinary and Foundation level.  All other Leaving     

Certificate subjects are available at Higher and Ordinary level.  

Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme 

The Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme (LCVP) is a course designed to enhance the vocational 

dimension of the established Leaving Certificate. It is a combination of the Leaving Certificate with an 

extra subject called Link Modules. The LCVP combines the academic strengths of the Leaving 

Certificate with a dynamic focus on self–directed learning, innovation and enterprise. 

The primary goal of the LCVP is to prepare young people for adult life by ensuring that they are 

educated in the broadest sense, with an ability to cope and thrive in an environment of rapid change. 

Participants in the programme are encouraged to develop skills and competencies fundamental to both 

academic and vocational success. 

Leaving Certificate Applied 

The Leaving Certificate Applied Programme is a distinct, self-contained two-year programme aimed at 

preparing students for adult and working life.  It is an innovative programme in the way students 

learn, in what they learn and in the way their achievements are assessed.  It is 

intended to meet the needs of those students who are not adequately catered for by 

the established Leaving Certificate Programme. The two-year programme consists 

of four sessions and achievements are credited in each of these sessions.  This 

programme can only run with a sufficient number of applicants.  



 

The School Day 

Students must remain on the school grounds from their arrival in the morning until they 

leave at the end of the school day.  Where the student has a 

written request from the parent/guardian seeking permission 

to leave, the parent/guardian must sign the student out. 

A canteen is available for those wishing to purchase a lunch in 

the school.  The menu is drawn up with the intention of 

providing healthy options for students.  In the past few years 

we have introduced a menu of healthy school dinners at a very 

reasonable cost. 

Dunmore CS 

Dunmore Community School is a co-educational school governed by a Deed of Trust and 

managed by a Board of Management. 

It is comprised of three nominees from each of the two 

Trustees (i.e. CEIST -formerly The Sisters of Mercy & the 

GRETB), two teacher nominees, two parent nominees and the 

school Principal (non voting). 

The Board of Management concerns itself with all matters 

pertaining to school policy: education policy, finance, premises 

and equipment, selection and appointment of staff.  

School Journal 

Every student will be provided with a Dunmore CS journal and must have it in their 

possession during the school day at all times. The journal is 

designed to: 

• Organise homework on a daily basis. 

• Note key information and important dates. 

• Provide a range of permission forms which require the 

signature of the student’s parents/guardians. E.g. Absent 

notes. 

• Contains the school’s Code of Behaviour and other important information and policies. 

Parents’ Association 

The Parents’ Association consists of members elected every three years.  The role of the 

Association is a supportive one - to the Principal, School Management, staff and students.  It 

aims to foster good relations between the parents, teachers, students and the school 

authorities. 

Here in Dunmore CS we are very fortunate to have an active Parents’ Association who work 

very hard in helping our school by representing parents, helping with running school events 

and fundraising.  

About Us 



School Insurance 

Dunmore CS offers an external Personal Accident Insurance scheme for students. This 

insurance provides benefits including the payment of medical bills for students injured while 

at school, and while participating in all school related activities or a 24 hour policy.  

The Board of Management strongly advises parents/guardians to avail of this scheme for 

their students. You will be notified of this fee on our online payment system before the start 

of the school year. (Approx €10) 

School Uniforms 

School uniforms can be purchased in Fordes, Ballyhaunis, JG 

Sports, Claremorris, Philips, Claremorris and the Schoolwear 

Centre, Tuam. Black shoes or fully black runners are acceptable 

footwear. We have also introduced a school jacket and a school 

hoodie, which has proved very popular. This is the only jacket/

hoodie allowed to be worn in the school building during the day. 

Book Rental/Student Fund 

For many years now the school has operated a book-rental scheme to ease the financial 

burden on families. It has offered value for money and most families have availed of it 

despite the fact that it is optional and parents can buy books themselves if they wish. 

A link to pay the school contribution/book rental fee will be sent via 

our online payment system in early summer. This is to allow 

parents/guardians the option to pay in instalments before the start 

of the school year. Please note the rental fee must be paid in full 

before books are distributed. 

Computer Studies 

We have two fully equipped computer rooms, and three mobile 

laptop trolleys to allow students to work on projects in their 

classrooms.  The school is equipped with high speed fibre internet 

access and we have a school wide wireless network. Students are issued individual school e-

mail accounts and access to our Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) where students may 

view and submit schoolwork online. Each student is also provided with a five free copies of 

Microsoft Office for home use. We now provide ICT classes to 1st and 2nd year students to 

ensure they have the necessary ICT skills and are prepared for the ICT elements of the 

Junior Cycle. 

Dunmore CS General Information  

Lockers 

Students who wish to avail of a locker for the storage of their 

property and books may do so by paying a rental fee via our online 

system, and also payment of a refundable key deposit of €10 when 

collecting the key. The locker is rented on the strict understanding 

that the student will keep it locked when not in use. 



Guidance Counsellor 

Ms Scarry, our school guidance counsellor plays a pivotal role in our 

school.  We aim to assist all students in their holistic development 

while providing educational, vocational and personal guidance.  This is 

done through the implementation of the School Guidance Programme 

by means of weekly classes, individual one-to-one meetings and group 

activities.  The programme in place has been developed to suit the 

needs of our students as they progress through each stage of their 

educational journey. 

The Guidance Counsellor offers one-to-one support to students who want to discuss personal or 

vocational issues in a confidential, non-judgemental setting.  This support can be at the request of the 

student or by referral from a staff member or parent/guardian. 

Pastoral Care 

Ms. Clesham, our Chaplain, is involved in all aspects of the life of the 

school community and is available to students, staff, families and past 

pupils.  As Chaplain, she provides an open door where students can 

come and be supported in a confidential space.  Many students use 

this support - a chance to talk something out, hear another's point of 

view, seek help or deal with a problem. She is available to support 

bereaved students and is a member of our Care Team.  She is also 

available to visit students and their families at home. 

In order that all students receive the greatest amount of care it is 

important that Ms. Clesham is informed if a student is sick at home or in hospital or if there is a 

family bereavement.  Ms. Clesham organises liturgies throughout the year and Retreats/Personal 

Development Days for our students.  

Learning Difficulties and Learning Support 

Dunmore Community School is an inclusive school.  We are always aware that some children have 

learning difficulties and we provide as much support for these students as resources allow. Where the 

learning difficulty is acute, with the parents’ permission, we may seek the help of the Department’s 

Psychologist.  It is vital that parents/guardians advise the school of any specific educational need that 

the student is experiencing on the enrolment form. 

The school has qualified teachers available to students experiencing learning difficulties who will 

work with students both individually and in small groups.  It is important that we are informed, as 

early as possible, in relation to the learning difficulties your child might 

experience.  Please contact our learning support team if you have any 

concerns you wish to discuss. 

We have two ASD classes and are at the design stage of a large extension 

to our school incorporating two dedicated ASD classes and associated 

spaces. The provision of these ASD classes further enhances our ethos of 

inclusion within our school community. 

In conjunction with the Junior Cycle, we also offer the L2LP to our 

students who may find particular aspects of the Junior Cycle 

challenging.  If you would like to speak to us about the L2LP, please contact the school. 

 
Student Supports 





Dunmore CS offers a comprehensive programme of physical education which begins in first 

year and ends in sixth year.  The aim of this course is the physical 

development of the student through the medium of selected physical 

activities.  Students learn and develop new skills in their lessons through the 

medium of games, athletics, gymnastics, swimming, dance, health and 

fitness. 

We are fortunate in Dunmore CS to be able to offer outstanding sports 

facilities - both indoor and outdoor.  Facilities include an international sized 

basketball court, badminton facilities, squash court and handball courts. 

Outdoor facilities include our on-site football pitch, our newly installed 

1900m2 astro-pitch and access to local football pitches. 

Within the school, students are given the opportunity to join a wide variety of 

clubs and of playing games competitively in: 

 

Gaelic Football  Cross-country  Track & Field Athletics 

Badminton   Volleyball   Basketball    

Rugby    Soccer     Handball  Table Tennis  

Dunmore CS 

Awards  

Here in Dunmore CS we 

endeavour to reward students 

for their efforts. At the end of 

each school year, students have 

the opportunity to  receive 

recognition for their excellence 

in: 

*Attendance  

*Participation in activities 

*Games  

*Merit Awards 

*Academic achievement 

*Student of the Year  

*Art  

*Music    

*Woodcraft   

*Mercy Sisters Award 

 

Dunmore CS Awards 2022  

 

Due to the COVID pandemic, the 2020 

Awards ceremony could not take place. 

 
The Claudia Gavin Student 

of the Year Award was 

presented to Darragh Ward, 

Lissybroder, Dunmore, 

pictured with Declan 

Quinn, Principal 

The Pat Heaney Music 

Award was won by Katie 

Glynn, Ballinlass, pictured 

with Principal, Declan 

Quinn  

The joint winners of the 

Padraic Gilmore Art 

Appreciation Award were 

Eabha Diskin, Kilkerrin (left) 

and Caoimhe Hervieux, 

Carrownaseer, (right) with 

Art teacher, Ms Susan O’ 

Reilly. 

Nora Walsh, Dunmore presents 

The Ann Flynn Science Award 

to Laura Turner, Dunmore. 

Also pictured are Margaret 

Griffiths, Deputy Principal and 

Declan Quinn, Principal. Laura 

was also the recipient of the 

Mercy Sisters Award and was 

nominated for the Student of 

the Year Award. 

The Senior Male Sport 

Star Award was presented 

to Jake Slattery, 

Killooney. Pictured are 

Margaret Griffiths, 

Deputy Principal, Cathal 

Heneghan, past pupil and 

member of the Roscommon 

Senior Football Team and 

Declan Quinn, Principal. 

The Ladies Senior Sports 

star award was 

presented to Mairead 

Glynn, Ballinlass, a 

member of the Galway 

Ladies Minor football 

team and captain of the 

school basketball team. 

PE, Sports & DCS Awards  



 

 

The Ann Flynn Science 

Award was presented to 

Danielle Connolly, Cloonfad 

by Mrs Nora Walshe. 

The Claudia Gavin Student 

of the Year Award was 

presented to Sean Mannion, 

Gurteenbawn, Dunmore by 

Mr Conor Gavin. 

Gay McManus, Dunmore 

Community School presents 

Chloe Connolly, Garrafrauns 

with the Pat Heaney Award 

for Music. 

Dervilia Delaney, Curragh 

West, Dunmore is presented 

with the Padraic Gilmore  

Art Award by Councillor Mr 

Peter Feeney. 

Dunmore CS Awards 2017  

 
The Ann Flynn 

Science Award was 

presented to Micheál 

Burke, Bracknoon, 

Dunmore by Mrs Nora 

Walshe. 

The Claudia Gavin 

Student of the Year 

Award was presented 

to James Quinn, 

Cloonfane, Dunmore 

by Mr Conor Gavin. 

Laura Burke and 

Rachel Turner were 

the joint winners of 

the Pat Heaney Award 

for Music. 

Mia Donoghue, 

Dunmore is presented 

with the Padraic 

Gilmore  Art 

Appreciation Award by 

Mr Pat Gilmore. 

Dunmore CS  Awards 2018  

The Declan Joyce 

Excellence in Woodcraft 

Award was presented to 

Niall Cloonan, Dunmore 

by Mr Paddy Joyce (RIP), 
(They are pictured here with 

Declan’s sister Jeanette, Joe 

Canning & Jason Flynn) 

 
The 2019 Ann Flynn 

Science Award was 

presented to Leah Noone, 

Milltown, Tuam by Mrs 

Nora Walshe. 

Dunmore CS  Awards 2019  

The 2019 Claudia Gavin 

Student of the Year Award 

was presented to Colin 

Comer, Dunmore by Mr 

Conor Gavin. 

Riya Kudla, 

Dunmore was 

presented with the 

Padraic Gilmore  

Art Appreciation 

Award by Ms Aoife 

Gilmore. 

Colin Comer was awarded 

the Pat Heaney Award for 

Music by Nessa Heaney

(RIP), Pat’s wife.  

Chloe Fleming, was 

awarded the inaugural 

“Mercy Sister Award” for 

her contribution to 

helping others during her 

time in DCS. 

The Declan Joyce 

Excellence in 

Woodcraft Award 

2019 was presented 

to Andrew Gildea, 

Dunmore by Mr Joe 

Healy (President of 

the IFA). 

Dunmore CS Awards 2021  

Ava Kirrane - 

Joint Recipient of 

the of the 

Claudia Gavin 

Student of the 

Year Award 

2021. 

Conor Naughton - 

Joint Recipient of 

the of the Claudia 

Gavin Student of the 

Year Award 2021 

and Recipient of the 

Anne Flynn Science 

Award 2021. 

Keely Murphy 

Biggins - 

Recipient of the 

Padraic Gilmore 

Art Appreciation 

Award Winner 

2021. 

Holly Redington 

- Female Sports 

Star of the Year 

2021. 

Mairéad Haverty - 

Recipient of the 

Mercy Sisters 

Award 2021 and 

the Pat Heaney 

Music Award 2021. 

Shane McGrath - 

Male Sports Star 

of the Year 2021. 

Emma Kelly, Kiltevna, 

Dunmore was the recipient of 

the Dunmore CS Best Leaving 

Cert Award 

2021. Emma received 613 

points in her LC, and is 

currently studying Pharmacy 

in the Royal College of 

Surgeons. She is pictured with 

Margaret Griffiths, Deputy 

Principal and Declan Quinn, 

Principal. 



A random selection of thoughts from some of our 

current first years…... 

“DCS is not as big as it 

seems. There is a lot of great 

subjects to choose from. I 

would recommend French.” 

Amy McDonagh 

“Dunmore is a great school with good teachers and SNA's. 

The cafeteria food is fine the best things there are chips and 

goujons, sausage rolls and ANIMAL BARS. The choice 

subjects like Wood Technology, Engineering and Home 

Economics, have good facilities to use in the these subjects.”  

Callum Ronayne 

“When I first decided to join DCS I was not worried at all because I knew a lot of people that were 

starting DCS too but when the first day was closer I was more worried about it. I didn't know if I will be 

in the same class as my friends. Most of my friends from National school went to a different class than 

me but I made loads of new friends with students that I didn't know before. The first few weeks are the 

hardest because the school seems very big and it felt easy to get lost in but the teachers and students here 

are very kind and will help you out. There is more homework than in national school but you will get 

used to it after a short while. If you don't know what subjects to pick and enjoy painting and drawing I 

would pick Visual Art, it’s relaxing and calming. Home Ec is also a very good subject in where you can 

bake and cook delicious dishes. If you are thinking about joining DCS I recommend doing so :)” 

Emilia Drozda 

“I knew nobody going into DCS, just 

in 1 or 2 people that's it, but you get to 

know people, go talking to someone 

you never met, get to know people.” 

Eoin Ryan 

“DCS looks really big when you first arrive , but its 

actually very small and easy to find your way around . All 

the teachers are really nice. If you like sports there are 

loads of new sports to try out and go to matches during 

school time!” 

Eva Daly  

“Its not that big of a school you 

might think it is but once you know 

your way around its not big.” 

Grace McCormack 

“It is very good here and all the teachers are nice. 

There is loads of sports here in DCS such as Gaelic 

football, rugby and basketball. My favourite 

subjects are Wood Tech and Engineering.” 

James Hanly 

“DCS is a great place with a great amount of sport 

and extra activities to take part in. I also thought 

the school was massive place and I would get lost 

but it really is not once you get to know it.” 

Jamie Donnellan 

“When I first came to DCS I thought it was very big and I 

thought that I would get lost, but after a while you get used 

to it and you don't find it big at all. It is a great school.” 

Lily Kearney  

“DCS is a great school with 

loads of subjects to choose 

from. I would recommend 

Graphics.” 

Luca Herviaux 

“DCS is a good 

school and is easy 

to get used too.” 

Mark Walsh 

“DCS is a great school 

with a lot of good 

teachers and SNA's. 

There is so much fun 

subjects in DCS. There 

is a lot of fun sports 

such as basketball, 

Gaelic, volleyball 

etc…” 

Mirran Saman 

“I like DCS, it’s a 

very good school all 

the teachers are very 

nice. I'm sure you will 

enjoy learning here.” 

Noah Samuel 

“I didn't like it in the first two weeks but then it got 

better and the curry chips every Thursday are good. 

Also we get to go on the astro pitch once every 

week. I recommend DCS because it is fun.” 

Odhran Healy 
DCS is a nice and friendly 

school its has lots of sports 

to choose from and lots of 

new subjects to learn and we 

also get PE once a week.” 

Rachel McDonagh 

“DCS is the place to be. When I first came into the school I 

thought it was massive when it is only really small. All the 

teachers are really kind and easy to approach. There is so many 

different subjects to learn. There is so many different sports 

options and you will have nice days out. ''IT’S GREAT CRAIC''” 

Rebecca McGrath 

“I think DCS is a great school 

and has a lot of fun activities.” 

Ronan Gilmore 

“It is a very good school 

and lots of good subjects 

to choose from.” 

Ruby Barrett 

“DCS is a great school. The school is 

really easy to get used to and it’s small. 

Everyone is so nice and wood work and 

PE are my favourite subjects.” 

Serena Collins  

“DSC is a great school, my favourite 

subject is Wood Technology because 

you can make very cool projects.  

I recommend this school for everyone.” 

Nisarg Panchal 

“DCS is a great school I thought at the start it 

would be massive but after a week or two I was 

used to it. I love all the sports in the school and 

my favourite subject is PE.” 

Shannon Kilgarriff 

“DCS is a  

nice school. The 

teachers are friendly 

and helpful.” 
 

Ylanna Santos 

“It’s good, I like that 

everyone is kind.” 

Zach Samuel 

“DCS is a great school and 

has a lovely atmosphere. At 

first it felt really big but I got 

settled in really quickly.” 

Isabelle Coyle 

“DCS is a really supportive 

school it may seem big at the 

start but once you get used to 

it, it's not that bad.” 

Saoirse Kivlehan 

“The first week you are very clueless about where you 

need to be and what classes are where but it gets easier 

the longer you're there the teachers are very fair and 

sound and it's great meeting new friends from different 

schools. Overall Dunmore CS is a class school.” 

Cormac Reddington 


