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28th October 2020 

Dear parent/guardian, 

It is now eight weeks since our return to school on the 31st August. Following a short period of adjustment, 

our student body have settled extremely well into the ‘new normal’ of school life.  Following the weeks of 

Online Learning last year, students can now appreciate the importance of being in school and are delighted to 

be back in classes and meeting their friends and teachers. This is why it is so important that we take every 

precaution in keeping COVID-19 from our school.  

I would like to extend the sincere gratitude of the staff and the Board of Management for the support and 

cooperation of students and their families in helping keep COVID-19 out of our school. By keeping your child 

at home when they had any symptoms of COVID-19 or if they had contact with a potential close contact of 

COVID-19 have all helped in this difficult task  

Following a recent meeting with the inspectorate, and examining best practice in schools, the Board of 

Management have decided to implement the following changes for the next term to further assist in reducing 

the potential spread of COVID-19 in our community: 

1. Lunch breaks shortened to 30 minutes and school finishing at 3:45 Mon-Thurs. 

Due to the staggered lunchbreak, only half the student body access the canteen at each lunchbreak, 

therefore requiring less time to queue and eat. The reduction of the length of the break will reduce 

the amount of time that students are congregating in groups where social distancing cannot be 

guaranteed.  

2. Masks are to be worn at all times including breaks (except while eating in the canteen/ 

baseroom) 

Our intention at the start of the year was to allow students remove their masks at breaktimes, as 

long as they maintained a social distance while outside. Unfortunately, this has not been happening, 

and should a student test positive for COVID-19, contact tracing would prove impossible, resulting in 

the spread of COVID-19, not just in our school, but also in our community, something none of us 

want. As the National situation has deteriorated with rising numbers and a move to Level 5, our 

priority, as a school community, is ensuring the safety of the students and staff so that the school 

can remain open. Therefore, the Board has agreed, that in line with best practice, students must 

wear masks at all times, including breaks. Please ensure you child brings a clean spare mask to school 

each day. 

3. Students are to eat in the canteen/base room only at lunchbreak. 

Students are only allowed to eat in their base room at their desk or in the canteen.  Unfortunately, it 

has proven impossible to ensure students maintain social distancing when eating outside. On return 

to school, students can eat in the canteen or in their baseroom seat only. This means we can ensure 

that when a student is eating (therefore without a mask) they are a minimum of 1m from another 

student. It will also allow for accurate contact tracing if and when the need arises. 

As parents/guardians, I sure you would agree, that the priority is keeping our school open and our school 

community safe. With this in mind, we appreciate your help and support in the implementation of these new 

procedures. 
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Readjusting to school and concerns of COVID-19 have all been put into perspective with the recent tragic loss 

of Ali on the 6th of October. A tragedy like this will take us all many weeks and months to even come to terms 

with, and we are encouraging students to please reach out if they need support from us or to any adult they 

trust. I’ve attached some useful information from JIGSAW to this newsletter for you to browse. I have also 

highlighted pages 25 and 26 of the students journal to our students which contains important supports and 

contacts details for them. On our return to school next week, we have organised external agencies to work 

with our students by holding online workshops with class groups as required.  

Finally, I would like to allay any fears parents/guardians might have following the recent media reports 

regarding hand sanitiser, the brand we use is not in any way associated with this manufacturer. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Declan Quinn 

Principal 

 


