Transition Year Review 2019-20
This article is a summary of some of the events that were organised by Ms. Scarry and the
Transition Years. Its is a shame that due to an international health pandemic our year had to
end so abruptly. This article was written to remind our students of all the amazing things they
have achieved and experienced over the year. There were numerous other activities and trips
organized and coordinated by teachers for this group and they have been documented on the
school’s website already. A wide variety of titles, prizes, awards and successes were achieved
by this year group that range from Junk Koture to Break the Seal in History, Enterprise Awards
and football and sport titles.

September

On Monday and Tuesday 2nd /3rd September 45 Transition Years accompanied by Ms. Scarry and Ms.
Clesham headed off for an overnight bonding trip to Wavesweepers Adventure Centre and The
Broadhaven Bay Hotel in Belmullet. To say we got wet is an understatement, but great fun was had by
everyone.

October

Malcom Rowe delivered Matrix Masterclasses workshops to 4A and 4B. These sessions were fun, techfree, activity-based workshops designed to inspire self-direction, independent thinking, confidence, time
management and resilience; with a bit of good old fashioned ‘Cop-on’ thrown in too.

Pieta House Talk with Ms. Margaret Tierney

The Transition Year students selected Pieta House as their chosen charity to support for the year.
Ms. Tierney delivered a talk on the work that Pieta House does and explained to students how
important fundraising is to ensure that they are able to continue to deliver such vital support in the
Tuam area.

On the 10th October we headed off to The Royal Theatre Castlebar to be entertained by comedian Ger
Carey. He has an unbelievable talent for interpreting the thoughts of a Transition Year student. We were
entertained by his antics and sharp wit!!

November
Re-design Ireland
James J Fahy worked with 4A and 4b over two days. They created some very educational and
entertaining videos to highlight how important it is to look after our natural resources!!!

History Adventure to Dublin
Ms. Scarry, Ms. Brogan and Martina Beattie accompanied the group on a trip to Dublin.
After a very early start, our first stop was at the GPO, O’ Connell St.

The Students learned about the 1916 Easter Rising and Modern Irish History in the historic setting of the
GPO. This building has a rich history and it was headquarters of the 1916 Easter Rising which eventually
led to the creation of the Irish Republic. We also learned about the major milestones in modern Irish
history in this historic building. Our group had the opportunity to reflect on how the events of the 1916
Easter Rising, War of Independence, Irish Civil War and the “Troubles” have shaped Ireland over the past
100 years. GPO Witness History places emphasis on those who witnessed the events of Easter Week; the
rebels, crown forces, the GPO workers and the bystanders and it is their stories that are at the heart of
the narrative.

Our second stop was at the HQ of the GAA: Croke Park where Ms. Scarry felt very much at home!!!

Croke Park has been at the heart of Irish sporting life for over 100 years. With a capacity of
82,300, this magnificent stadium is the third largest in Europe. Its size is only part of its
greatness, however, as we discovered on this eye-opening, access-all-areas tour. From quirky
insights into why Croke Park’s grass is always greener to learning about defining moments in
Irish history, our passionate Tour Guide tool us on an inspiring journey around our national
stadium. Ranked as one of the best things to do in Dublin, some of the highlights included
taking a seat in the VIP area, getting a birds-eye view from the media centre, sneaking a peek
inside the dressing rooms, and of course, walking in the footsteps of gaelic games legends as we
went pitchside through the players’ tunnel!

Our third and final stop was at EPIC the Irish Emigration Museum which is in The CHQ Building in
one of Dublin’s most historic locations by the banks of the River Liffey on Custom House Quay.
CHQ, formerly known as Stack A, or the Tobacco Store, was built between 1817 and 1820 to store
valuable cargoes of tobacco, tea and spirits. Designed by the Scottish engineer John Rennie with
his son of the same name working as his principal assistant, this industrial masterpiece had the
largest pre-20th century clear floor space in Dublin city. The building was made famous when it
hosted the Crimean War Banquet in 1856, celebrating the return of 3,000 Irish soldiers.
We discover why 10 million people left Ireland, and the impact they had on the world
Irish history should never be a long list of names and dates, it should be an experience. We got
hands on with Irish culture and its past with the fully interactive museum – swiped through video
galleries, danced through motion sensor quizzes, listened to remastered audio from 100 years
ago and watched videos that brought Irish history to life. At EPIC we discovered the far-reaching
influence of Irish history, and the impact the 10 million Irish men and women who left Ireland
had on the world.

Disability Awareness Workshop

On 27th November, Katie Bourke delivered workshops to our students on how people adapt and live with
disabilities. It was an eye opener for everyone as we are very fortunate to be able bodied and now realise
how much we take things for granted.

December

Alan Devine delivered two workshops to Transition Year which highlighted that public speaking is an
important personal skill that anyone can develop through confidence, preparation and technique. His
introduction to public speaking uses a series of fun activities designed to get all your students up

on their feet and talking. He aims to show students how to:
•
•
•

Find confidence in their voice
Connect with their audience
Create and deliver a short speech.

Christmas Markets and Ice Skating
To celebrate the end of a successful first term in Transition Year, we headed off on a day trip to Galway
to visit the Christmas Markets in Eyre Square and to go Ice Skating in Leisure Land, Salthill.

January

Students were presented with challenges designed to develop a deep understanding of the key
behaviours of successful teams and the principle dysfunctions that inhibit team
performance.]They participated in activities called: The search for the lost Dutchman’s Gold
Mine and Solving the Problem of Tom’s Canyon Ford.

TY Law Day
The course presenter, James T Fahy, BL, presented a course which covered the Irish Legal
system both Civil and Criminal, gave some important insights to students as to how it all works.
This was done by paying particular attention to age relevant information so the student has
some common myths dispelled and some important legal information acquired e.g., the age of
reason, criminal responsibility, age of consent and many more laws, with relevant case law to
explain how it impacts on everyday life and the life of the student.
There is then a enactment of a Mock Trial in the classroom, in which all students may
participate. A prepared script is provided to enable the students to function as members of a
courtroom with a jury decision at the end.

March
Tractor Run in aid of Pieta House
Andrew Gildea and Darragh Ward with the assistance of Ms. Scarry organised Dunmore Community
School’s first Tractor Run which turned out to be a huge success. The money raised will be presented to
Pieta House at a later date. There was a wonderful turn out of past and present students all very keen to
display their tractors and help raise funds for a very worthy cause.

Well done to all the students who with the support of their teachers and parents got involved in
Transition Year, this is a school year where you have to try new things and move out of your comfort
zone. By making an effort and getting involved you have all made an enormous contribution to the
school and have set the standard for the next group of Transition Years.

